"Russian energetic weapon as an instrument of pressure and influence in former Soviet space (the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine)”
Ukraine and Republic of Moldova, which have not existed as independent states by the Soviet implosion, represented the European interface first of the Russian Empire and then of the Soviet Empire. In these circumstances, this territory, particularly the Ukrainian one, has the role of geopolitical pivot, because the existence of these states as independent by the Kremlin (independent in the strict sense of the word) contributes to Russia's geopolitical transformation. An eventual join of these two countries to the EU and NATO could push Russia in Asia in such a way that the relations between Russia and Europe will be related only to the economic and energetic domain. This fact is perceived as a threat for the Russian Federation, as long as it has played and plays a (geo)political and (geo)strategic role of dominance in Europe during the recent centuries. However, the Moldovan-Ukrainian space represents a shield for Russia against the threat that comes from the Occident, particularly from NATO.
 In addition, this region is a kind of “bridge” connecting with Europe. That is why a possible European extending of the region will be hardly accepted by Moscow
.

If referring to the energetic side, I can remark the fact that the rough behavior of “Gazprom” in the relation with Ukraine and Moldova has a (geo) political and (geo) economical connotation and is connected with pro-occidental orientation of the official authorities from Kiev and Chisinau. On the level of official statements and actions, Moscow makes clear that would never accept the pan-occidental military structures in the immediate vicinity. 
Thus, energy blackmail against Kiev and Chisinau is only a tool of pressure used in order to assure the Russian national security. On one hand, it is a signal to the Occident in terms of its eastward influence expansion (especially political and military), which undermines the national interest of Russia in the region. On the other hand, these actions are permanent warnings for Ukraine and Moldova, determining them to review their own position vis-à-vis the adherence to the Occidental structures. In this context, it has to be mentioned that the Moscow's intention is to influence the internal political situation in these two states, which is unstable due to differences in political positions and conflicts between different political forces.
Republic of Moldova

After the collapse of the USSR, Republic of Moldova, as an independent, internationally recognized state, legally inherited the entire system of transportation, transit and distribution of natural gas on its territory. In 1992, after the Transnistrian conflict, when Chisinau loses control of territory on the left river bank, a part of this heritage goes under the administrative control of the separatist authorities (politically and financially supported by Russian Federation). That happened because the main gas pipelines and gas compressor station are located in Tiraspol.
Currently, the gas industry in Moldova is conducted from outside, being 100% dependent on only one export market - the Russian Federation, and namely on a single supplier - JSC “Gazprom”. Even more, the whole gas industry of the country is in the hands of the Russian monopolist, so that Republic of Moldova lost the control on the branches of strategic importance.
 Finally, the issue of the gas supply to Moldavian households and industrial consumers’ has become a particularly sensitive issue, which directly affects the energy security of the Republic of Moldova.
 Delicate situation in the Moldovan energy sector is a very serious factor, because it is often used in political or military scenarios, practiced by the Kremlin. Pricing policy or blocking the gas supply systems creates many “mines with delayed explosion” for the democratic stability of the Republic of Moldova. This fact establishes dangerous dependencies on the way of the country's modernization, taking in consideration the economic and financial situation of the country and the reduced ability to pay for the important energy resource.
Unfortunately, until now the price for imported gas from the Russian Federation remains a sensitive issue for Moldova, mainly after the review of the relations of the Russian company Gazprom with the former Soviet republics, these changes being felt harder by the pro-occidental oriented countries. In this regard, it is important to mention that Gazprom has not signed long term contracts to establish a fixed price for energy resources with many former Soviet states. Also, we consider that such contracts will not be signed in the near future, because of the certain strategic and political reasons. This leads us to believe that Moscow will continue to use the energy weapon to influence the political course of underdeveloped countries which are 100% dependent on Russian energy, as is the case of Moldova.
 Another factor that has political consequences (and not only) is Moldovan debts to the Russian Federation for the imported natural gas resources. Currently SA Moldovagaz has a debt of about U.S. $ 2.4 billion for the gas imported from Russia. Of this amount, approx. 2 billion are Transnistria’s debt.
 Tiraspol's debt belongs to Tiraspoltransgaz LLC, which manages the gas network in Transnistria. Tiraspoltransgas, however, is not party to the contract of gas purchase-sale between Gazprom and Moldovagaz.
 Therefore, Gazprom has legal right to require us to pay all debts, both those accumulated by Chisinau and Tiraspol. We want to emphasize that the debts are the main way to exercise economic and / or political pressures. So Tiraspol’s debts, accumulated over the past 18 years, are "put on the back" of Chisinau, which does not even control this territory.
Currently, the Tiraspol administration negotiates terms of its share transmission from Moldovagas to Gazprom. Tiraspol wants to get the opportunity to contract directly with Gazprom on gas supplies in Transnistria. It is also negotiated a payment rescheduling of the enormous debt that Tiraspol has to Gazprom. We find it hard to believe that such an arrangement would be convenient for Moscow because the Russian Federation does not require an independent Transnistria. Russian Federation needs a maneuverable Moldova that can be operated through Transnistria. In this context, it is clear why the State Duma rejected to vote for independence of the "MNR" after independence declaration of Kosovo or after the war in Georgia in summer 2008. In addition, it is convenient for Russia to put this huge and permanently rising debt of Tiraspol (about $ 2 billion) "on the Moldova’s back".
By 2008 the separatist authorities has paid for Russian gas prices 4-5 times smaller than the rest of Moldova. Since 2008, Gazprom, "unexpectedly" realized that it is not willing to supply gas for Transnistria at preferential prices, and decided to offer gas with the same price as for Republic of Moldova.
 So it is not difficult to see that Tiraspol's debt, which now automatically becomes Chisinau’s debt, will increase from now in a "geometric progression". In these conditions we can expect "surprises" which may determine Moscow to hold all the levers in the Moldovan energy sector.
 Moreover, it is not difficult to realize where the policy in the energy sector of Moldova will be made. In short, I can say with certainty that we will have "the hands and feet bound" by the Russian giant.

It is noted that low prices in Transnistria caused the increase of the debt for gas supplied by Gazprom. And we basically believe that this was made consciously. Now, when the rates have risen, the debt and energy dependence of the state as a whole also have increased. It is certainly a factor from the shadow and little noticed, but we think that the debt (approximately U.S. $ 2.4 billion) described as the Republic of Moldova’s one, will lead Gazprom to claim it later from us. As long as Transnistria is not an independent subject, the interpretation of international law by Russia can be used negatively against Moldova regarding the payment of the debt for the imported gas.
In this context we can say that Moscow is using Gazprom as an instrument of foreign policy, trying to exploit gaps faced by Moldova, in particular enormous vulnerabilities to the energy risks. So, the Republic of Moldova should fully meet the country's dependence on imported energy resources through an integrated approach, involving diversification of joint energy and diversification of supply sources and routes of imported energy through: energy conservation, building own gas tanks, liaising with the Romanian gas system in the west-east direction, etc. In addition, the example of Baltic countries, which largely depend on one supplier, is very conclusive for Chisinau. Or, it requires a new approach in the strategy of ensuring energy security, which would increase the ability to pay for imported energy resources. Thus Moldovan-Russian relations in the energy segment would have a new approach based solely on assumed obligations.
Ukraine
Ukraine's geographical position and pipeline network built during the Soviet Union determined this state to play a quite important role in the continental energy sector.
 Therefore, Ukraine is currently positioned as an important player in European energy security, such that the Russo-Ukrainian energy disputes are not just a Ukrainian or Russian problem, but obtain a geopolitical nature. Note that transit via the Ukrainian territory constitutes about 80% of natural gas resources imported from Russia by the EU, representing 25% of the total volume imported by the Member states of the community.
 Also, Ukrainian region is a west-east transit corridor, forming an axis of connection between continental Europe and Central Asia and Caspian region. Also, this area forms a north-south corridor, a demonstration in this respect being the Blue Stream pipeline, which connects Russia and Turkey. Obvious is that there is a competition between these two axes, characterized not just by geopolitical issues, but also by technical one.
Currently it is conducted a diplomatic struggle between the Occident and Russia for this region, because it provides access to an area rich in energy resources. In addition, if we consider the Turkish route, then we see that it does not reduce the importance of Ukraine as regards the transit of hydrocarbons. Ukrainian book can serve as an alternative for possible adverse developments in the Turkish region, such as the escalating of the conflicts around Kurdish minorities.
 Russo-Ukrainian bilateral relations on the energy segment experienced lately several discords regarding the gas and transit prices, which are some obvious signals for both Occidentals and Ukrainians. Gazprom's tough policy that has negative impact on both Kiev and Brussels reveals explicitly the political and geopolitical connotations, being based on national interests of Russia in its immediate proximity.
 Officially Moscow makes it clear repeatedly that it will never accept occidental military structures in the close neighborhood and in order to prevent such circumstances it is able to act in the most drastic way. Thus, energy blackmail against Kiev is only a first step to ensure national security and to alert the Occident to discard its policies that reach national or state interests of Russia, the case of Ukraine being a vital one. Also it is a warning for Ukraine, determining it to revise its position vis-à-vis the adherence to Occidental structures.
It is obvious that Kremlin has its own specific commercial and energy interests. The tensed situation would be a warning for the EU on the volatility of energy transit via Ukrainian territory, which could result in encouraging the EU to participate more actively in the North Stream and South Stream projects. On the other hand, the actions of pressure on Kiev are based on clear interest from the Russians regarding the purchase and control of Ukraine's energy infrastructure, the progress in this respect being still untouched.

In this context, it would be well to draw attention to another nuance. The official cause of the gas conflict between Ukraine and Russia was the Kiev’s debt for gas that was not paid. If we  note that the Transnistria‘s debt is much higher, then we will understand once again that the real reason of the conflict between Kiev and Moscow had no financial connotation, but a geopolitical and geo-energetic one.
Even the agreement signed by Russian President Dmitry Medvedev and his Ukrainian counterpart Viktor Yanukovych regarding the maintenance of the Russian naval base in Ukraine until 2042, in exchange for a reduction of 30% of the price for Russian gas delivered to Kiev (a considerable part of Moscow’s rent for the base)
 shows expressly the interest to bring Ukraine on Russian orbit. In fact, energy conflicts between Ukraine and Russia in 2006 and 2009 were based on political discords, or better saying, lack of cooperation between the two countries and the damage caused to Russia's interests in the region. The political, social, economic and energy negative consequences both in Ukraine and in Europe, led to strengthening Russian positions in the region. On one hand, Moscow has tightened its claims regarding its military presence in the Black Sea, as a counterweight to NATO in that region. On the other hand, we can observe the promotion of its energy interests in the region through South Stream project, which remains in close competition with the Occidental project Nabucco. Or, the consolidation of the Russian position in the Black Sea region would be a stimulating factor in terms of accelerating the launch of the South Stream gas pipeline, having on the background the interest from the Occident to begin the construction of the Nabucco pipeline in order to reduce dependence on Russian gas and to control the axis of hydrocarbons.
The new leadership in Kiev seems to address a progressive manner in Russo-Ukrainian bilateral relations, which are otherwise benefic for all the parties involved in the process. Similarly, the political stability in Ukraine will play an important role in further development of events in this region, taking in account the global economic crisis, and relations between the Occidental powers (especially U.S.) and Russia. If taking into consideration that Ukraine is facing a deep economic crisis,
 the leadership of this country should face the challenges and minimize the escalation of diplomatic or energy crises. Currently we have stated that Russian-Ukrainian relations in the energy segment moved into a new phase, based on political consensus and desire to establish good relations of cooperation. We consider that radical changes will not occur, since each state promotes its own national interests. In addition, Ukraine, facing serious economic and social problems, can not afford the luxury of making radical changes regarding its priorities in foreign, energy security or economic policy.
I do not think that it was a surprise for anyone to observe such a development of recent events in Ukraine, but I also think it would be hasty and premature to draw now any certain political and geopolitical conclusions. Very much depends on how things will evolve inside the Ukraine and on the development of relations between major powers. In any case, for Ukraine is vital to maintain relations of cooperation and friendship with its neighbors, particularly with the great powers, as it is the Russian Federation, EU and U.S.
Conclusions 

Both Moldova and Ukraine, will try to strengthen their fragile independence, managing intelligently the economic relations and energy dependence on the Russian Federation. Official elites of these two countries realize the necessity of structural and systemic reforms inside the country in order to minimize vulnerability to any challenges that might arise, even artificially. Gas crisis of 2006 and 2009 once again demonstrated the lack of preparation and presence of panic within the Moldovan and Ukrainian political class, but also within the entire society, which leads to the emergence of unstable situations with corresponding adverse consequences.
Regionally, the competition between the two power centers - the Russian Federation and the Occident - will continue in foreshadowing a new dynamic and geopolitical approach in the region. We can see a revival of Russian-American bilateral relations and the new economic, political and military challenges that appear on the European continent. In this case, Moldova and Ukraine has just the possibility to participate actively in these processes in order to enhance and restore the national consensus on maintaining the unitary state.
Many political commentators have already predicted a political and diplomatic shift of the Ukraine after the power was taken by a president considered having a pro-Russian orientation. However, we believe that one election cycle can not define the full picture of the region. In addition, the development of the events in the region largely depends on external factors and we have already been convinced about that: Yanukovych had not the necessary leeway in negotiations with Russia on the Black Sea fleet and the price of gas, since Ukraine was strongly hit by the global economic crisis, the country's economy being in danger. Currently there are no alternative energy pathways to Moldova and Ukraine, which requires both countries to cope with complete dependence on imported energy resources through an integrated approach, trying to delimitate the politics and energy, like in the case of the Baltic countries, Bulgaria, Slovakia, and Poland.
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� Zbigniew Brzezinski: „...Without Ukraine, Russia ceases to be an empire, but, together with Ukraine, first deceived and then subordinated, Russia automatically becomes an empire", “Le partenariat prématuré” from volume “L’Europe Centrale et de l’Est dans le cyclone de transition”, p.290


� Ion Brăteanu: „Who dominates Crimea, dominates the Black Sea”


� The statutory capital of the Moldovan-Russian company “Moldovagaz”, “Gazprom” holds a 50% share, Transnistrian authorities  - 14%, the Government of Republic of Moldova - 35% 


� According to “The Energy Security Risk Index”, Moldova has been evaluated as a country with “extreme risk” of vulnerability of short-term energy security, Economical Magazine “The Economist”, � HYPERLINK "http://eco.md/article/7781/" ��http://eco.md/article/7781/� 


� Only during the first half of this year, they rose by over 250 million USD, exceeding the rate of two billion dollars, and by the end of this year could grow by over one hundred million dollar. Economic Magazine "The Economist" � HYPERLINK "http://www.eco.md/article/7157/" ��http://www.eco.md/article/7157/� 


� Gazprom has sued Moldova in Russian Justice to recover $ 280,000,000, representing a debt of SA Moldovagaz for natural gas, Gazeta.ru, http://www.gazeta.ru/news/business/2010/05/17/ n_1495771.shtml    


� The Transnistria’s debt was formed because the customers of this region pay for gas a price fixed by the administration of the region that is 60 percent less than real one.


� According to Alexander Gusev, chairman of Moldovagaz company, Gazprom can take, in account of the Transnistrian debt (which is considered legally a debt of Moldova), Moldovagaz assets, which means basically taking over the entire gas delivery system in Moldova


� With the 35,200 km of pipelines in Ukraine, Gazprom supplies annually 120-130 billion cubic meters, Infonews, � HYPERLINK "http://reviste.infonews.ro/article26203.html" ��http://reviste.infonews.ro/article26203.html� 


� "EU imports from Russia a quarter of the consumed gas, 80% via Ukraine",


� HYPERLINK "http://www.standard.money.ro/articol_75003/ue_importa_din_rusia_un_sfert_din_gazul_consumat__80__via_ucraina.html" ��http://www.standard.money.ro/articol_75003/ue_importa_din_rusia_un_sfert_din_gazul_consumat__80__via_ucraina.html� , January 6, 2009


� Vladimir Putin has stated openly that Russia will not hesitate to use gas as a tool for negotiating with political leaders of pro-occidental former Soviet states, Magazine 22, � HYPERLINK "http://www.revista22.ro/gazul-instrument-de-politica-externa-al-rusiei-4886.html" ��http://www.revista22.ro/gazul-instrument-de-politica-externa-al-rusiei-4886.html�  


� The President of Ukraine Viktor Yanukovych believes that the fusion of Gazprom with the Ukrainian company Naftogaz, proposed by Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin, is impossible, , Mediafax, � HYPERLINK "http://www.mediafax.ro" ��http://www.mediafax.ro�


� The agreement extends the lease with 25 years of Russian Black Sea Fleet base in the Crimea, to continue the current contract expiring in 2017, Rusenergy, � HYPERLINK "http://rusenergy.com/ru/news/news.php?id=51505" ��http://rusenergy.com/ru/news/news.php?id=51505� 


� Ukraine's industries depend heavily on natural gas imports, and the Ukrainian national economy decreased by 15% last year on the background of international economic crisis.





