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Policy Seminar 
A Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area; investment and business development opportunities for economic authorities and companies from Moldova and Transnistria
Odessa 5-6 November 2010
This seminar is part of the "Dialogues Between Sectors in Moldova and Transnistria" programme financed by the embassies of Finland, Sweden and the United Kingdom and implemented by the Foreign Policy Association of Moldova and the Association of Independent Political Scientists of Transnistria
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1. Background 
The Government of Moldova (GoM) is poised to launch negotiations on the Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area (DCFTA) with the European Union (Ukraine started the DCFTA negotiations in February of 2008). The DCFTA will open new prospects for businesses from both banks of the Dniester, expanding the opportunities available within the CIS free trade area. 
Insights into what the DCFTA is, as well as an overview of Moldova’s commitments under the DCFTA would help the economic authorities and companies from Moldova and Transnistria to assess the challenges that need to be addressed, including product safety, standards, customs and legal regulations. It would also help them to understand the changes that will be required, learn about opportunities for business development, as well as acquire a better idea of the actions that need to be taken in order to benefit fully from the opportunities offered by EU’s single market area. 
The DCFTA will also become an important item on the agenda of the Confidence Building (CBM) Working Group for Economic Issues, which arguably holds out the most promise for cooperation between the sides out of all 8 CBM Working Groups. It is essential that DCFTA-related policies and decisions are based on information, understanding and evidence from first-hand sources. 
2. Goals of the policy seminar 

The policy seminar on DCFTA will bring together key stakeholders from both sides and EU officials/experts, as well as speakers from the countries that have successfully negotiated the DCFTA with the EU, including Ukraine. The target audience is executives from large and middle companies in Moldova and Transnistria, the economic authorities from both sides and representatives of relevant sectors (standardization, customs and legal regulation etc.) 

The seminar will pursue four goals. The first is to provide an in-depth overview of the DCFTA and its procedures, Moldova’s future commitments under the new trade regime, including standardization, customs and legal regulation, as well as the requirements that companies will need to meet. 
The second goal is to make both sides aware of the advantages that the DCFTA could provide for Moldovan and Transnistrian businesses, including business development opportunities, and enhance their interest in fully benefitting from access to EU’s single market area. 
The third goal is to identify the obstacles and challenges that need to be addressed and pinpoint the reforms that need to be implemented as part of trade liberalization process with the EU. An overview of the agricultural sector will be included as well. 
The fourth goal is to work out a list of DCFTA-related policy proposals, which will be provided to the CBM Working Group on Economic Issues, in order to translate expertise into practical policy and create synergies with the political process, and involve Transnistria from the early stages in DCFTA negotiations in relevant areas.  
The seminar will be structured around these four goals, as a professional meeting conducted in an informal, non-binding, closed-door venue. The seminar will involve presentations and in-depth overviews by representatives of both sides, officials from the EU Commission/member states, and negotiators who have had first-hand experience in negotiating the DCFTA in Eastern European countries. A follow-up seminar planned for next year will review progress towards these objectives. 
3. Participant List (subject to confirmation)
	Gheorghe BALAN
	Deputy Head, Reintegration Bureau 

	Mihail BURLA
	Deputy Speaker of the Supreme Soviet, Chairman of the Committee for Economic Policy, Budget and Finance

	Vitalii BELYY
	Leadership of Transnistria 

	Irina BORTNIK
	Leadership of Transnistria, head of the Department for Economic Policy

	 Vladimir BERKOVICH
	Deputy Head, Union of Industrialists and Entrepreneurs of Transnistria

	Wolfgang BEHRENDT
	Deputy Head, EC Delegation to the Republic of Moldova

	 Vladmir BOLEA
	Director, Grau Faina Comert

	 Oleg BAEV
	Director, Kvint

	 Chris COSGROVE
	CTA Export and Economic Analysts

	 Leonid CERESCU
	National Patronage Confederation

	 Victor CHIRILA
	Foreign Policy Association of Moldova

	 Liudmila DOROHOVA
	Director for Foreign Economic Relations, Tirotex

	 Vladimir DANICI
	Chief of the Trade Union, Floare Carpet

	 Alexander DI  LEONARDO
	Assistant to the General Management, Giurgiulesti International Free Port

        

	 Yury GANIN
	Deputy Chairman, Chamber of Trade and Industry of Transnistria

	 Victor GUZUN
	Executive Director, Chamber of Trade and Industry of Transnistria

	 Peter van den HEUVEL
	DG TRADE, Moldova and Eastern Partnership

	 Inga IONESII
	Head of Section, Trade Policies, Ministry of Economy, Republic of Moldova

	 Henrik ISAKSON
	National Board of Trade, Sweden

	 Andrei IUDIN
	Director, MMZ

	 Vesa KOTILAINEN
	Country Co-ordinator, Development and Political Affairs, Embassy of Finland, Bucharest

	 Iulia KIRNITKI
	Political Officer, British Embassy Chisinau

	 Vladislav KULMINSKI
	Adviser, British Embassy Chisinau

	 Valeri KUZMIN
	Ambassador of the Russian Federation to the Republic of Moldova

	Kalman MIZSEI
	EU Special Representative for Moldova

	 Efimii KOVAL
	Chairman of the Supreme Soviet Committee for Industry, Agricultural Policy and Natural Resources  

	 John MITCHELL
	Deputy Head of Mission, British Embassy Chisinau

	 Alexei MOLCHANSKII
	Leadership of Transnistria, industrial sector  

	 Christopher MEHLEY
	Political Officer, OSCE Mission to Moldova

	 Victor MUNTEANU
	Project Manager UNDP

	 Ludmila NEGRUTA
	Chairman, National Association of Producers, Director, Viorica Cosmetics

	Dmitrii PARMACLI
	Moldovan Chamber of Commerce

	 Constanta POPESCU
	Senior National Consultant DCFTA, Ministry of the Economy, Moldova

	 Serghei PIROJKOV
	Ambassador of Ukraine to the Republic of Moldova

	 Keith SHANNON
	British Ambassador to the Republic of Moldova

	 Grigorii SONIC
	Director,  Lion Gri 

	Andrei SAFONOV
	Association of Independent Political Scientists of Transnistria

	 Galina SELARI
	Executive Director, Centre for Strategic Studies and Reforms (CISR)

	 Ingrid TERSMAN
	Ambassador of Sweden to the Republic of Moldova

	 Andrei TIMUS
	Executive Director, Moldovan Investment and Export Promotion Organisation

	 Corneliu TROFAILA
	Deputy Head, Customs Service, Republic of Moldova

	Radu VRABIE
	Foreign Policy Association of Moldova

	 Gregory WINSTEAD
	Head, Pol-Econ Section, US Embassy Chisinau

	Vladimir YASTREBCHAK
	Leadership of Transnistria, Chief Political Negotiator of Transnistria 


4. Accommodation 

Accommodation during the conference for all participants will be provided at Bristol Hotel (15 Pushkinskaya St. Odessa 65026 Ukraine; Tel 38 048 796 55 01/02). 
The conference, lunches and coffee breaks will be organized at Londonskaya hotel (11 Primorsky blvd, Odessa, tel.: +38 048 738 01 02/12), which is located within walking distance of the Bristol Hotel.  

5.  Agenda (working languages for the seminar are English and Russian with simultaneous           translation provided)
A Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area; investment and business development opportunities for economic authorities and companies from Moldova and Transnistria

Odessa, 5-6 November, 2010 
Friday, November 5
07:00 
Departure from Chisinau and Tiraspol  
11:00
Arrival in Odessa, check in, Bristol Hotel
11:30-11:45
Walk from Bristol to Londonskaya hotel 

11:45 – 13:00
Lunch at Londonskaya hotel 
13:00 -13:30
Official opening and introductory remarks 
Moderator
Victor Chirila, APE





Keith Shannon, Ambassador of the UK to Moldova







Ingrid Tersman, Ambassador of Sweden to Moldova 



Wolfgang Behrendt, Deputy Head of the EC Delegation to Moldova
Panel 1 

DCFTA: Overview, framework and standards
Moderator

Galina Selari 

13:30 – 14:15

Henrik Isakson (National Board of Trade – Sweden). DCFTA, significance, benefits and challenges. 
14:15-15:15

Chris Cosgrove (CTA Economic & Export Analysts): Overview of reforms under the DCFTA; regulations on competition, monopolies, subsidies, trade, public procurement, energy. Legislative reforms, alignment with EU trade standards.
15:15-15:45

Q&A 
15.45 -16:15

Coffee Break
Panel 2 

Costs and benefits of DCFTA: case studies
Moderator

Constanta Popescu 

16:15-17:15
 Peter van den Heuvel (DG Trade, Moldova and Eastern Partnership).  EU trade standards and regulations. DCFTA negotiations. What will DCFTA add to the current access of goods to the EU Market? Simple FTA and Deep FTA.
17:15 – 18:00

Chris Cosgrove (CTA Economic & Export Analysts): Current state of Ukraine’s DCFTA talks: challenges and issues; stakes for businesses and industry, investments, business support programs. 
18:00– 18:30 

Q&A 

18:30 – 18:45

 Wrap up and conclusions from Day 1
19:45

Dinner at Kumaneti restaurant (7, Gavannaya street, Odessa) 
Saturday, November 6
07:45 – 08:45


Breakfast at Bristol Hotel 
08:45-09:00


Walk from Bristol to Londonskaya 

Panel 3 


 Current state of play and future commitments under DCFTA
Moderator 

Peter van den Heuvel 

09:00 – 09:30

Inga Ioneisii (Head, Trade Policies general directorate, Ministry of Economy) - Moldova’s trading regime with the CIS and the EU: Background, history and state of play; required reforms. 
09:30 – 10:00

Yury Ganin (Deputy Chairman, Transnistrian Chamber of Commerce and Industry) - Overview of Transnistria’s Trade with the EU: Issues, Prospects and Challenges 
10:00 -10:30

Q&A

10:30-11:00


Coffee Break 

11:00 – 11:30

Mihail Burla (Deputy Speaker of the Supreme Soviet, Chairman of the Supreme Soviet Committee for Economic Policy, Budget and Finance) – Transnistria’s trade

11:30 -12:00

Vladimir Crivciun (Head of Investment Policies and Export Promotion Division) – Moldova’s role in CEFTA and other trade regimes.  

12:00-12:30

Q&A
12:30-13:45


Lunch at Londonskaya hotel 
Panel 4 


Policy proposals for CBM Working Group on Economic Issues
Moderator

Vladislav Kulminski 
14:00 – 14:30 

DCFTA-related policy proposals, to be provided to the Working Group on the Economy
14:30-15:00

Q&A
15:00-15:30


Concluding remarks
Moderator


Andrei Safonov



Dr Kalman Mizsei






Mihail Burla




Inga Ionesii 
 
15:45


Departure of participants 
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