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Policy Seminar 
Regional Cooperation – an opportunity for promoting cooperation 
between local authorities from both banks of Dniester/Nistru River 
Odessa, Hotel Londonskaya 25-26 February 2011
This seminar is part of the "Transnistrian Dialogues" programme implemented by the Foreign Policy Association of Moldova and the Association of Independent Political Scientists of Transnistria 

with the support of the embassies of Finland, Sweden and the United Kingdom
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1. Background 
In the context of creating Euroregion Dniester, APE carried out interviews in several cities from the right and left banks of the Dniester/Nistru River. Between 15 February and 16 March 2010, APE interviewed 27 representatives of local authorities, civil society and business community in the cities Soldanesti, Floresti and Soroca from the right bank of Dniester/Nistru River. Concurrently, we interviewed 15 representatives of local authorities, civil society and business community in the Transnistrian cities Kamenka and Rybnitsa.
Consequently, we have found out that because of political problems, local authorities from Soldanesti, Floresti, and Soroca do not engage in formal relations of cross-border cooperation with the local authorities of Kamenka and Rybnitsa. The same situation has been registered in Kamenka and Rybnitsa, where people could not confirm the existence of any official forms of cooperation between local and authorities from both banks of Dniester/Nistru River. Yet, some of them made reference to the existence of cultural and sporting links between Rybnitsa and Vinnitsa (Ukraine) at the level municipalities. 
According to those interviewed in Soldanesti, Floresti, and Soroca, the main obstacles for regional cooperation are lack of information on opportunities for regional cooperation, lack of a database about potential economic partners, bureaucracy, insufficient training of local government representatives in developing cooperation projects, lack of financial resources, lack of real local government autonomy, poor road infrastructure, extremely difficult customs procedures, unresolved state problems (Ukraine vs. Moldova), political instability in Moldova also political failure to resolve the Transnistrian conflict. 
On their part, representatives form Kamenka and Rybnitsa, consider that potential cooperation with their counterparts from Soldanesti, Floresti, and Soroca is hindered by political uncertainty caused by lack of clear legal and political status for Transnistria, the existence of customs and border control between the Transnistrian region of Moldova, the 100% tax imposed by the Transnistrian authorities on goods imported from the right bank, as well as by the lack of free movement between both banks of Dniester/Nistru River.  

Being asked about their expectations with regard to Dniester Euroregion, majority of those interviewed  declared that the Euroregion should facilitate the development of road infrastructure, tourism development, the creation of appropriate conditions for supporting cross-border trade, the attraction of investments necessary to stimulate the production sphere, the training of local government, the cooperation at the level of local authorities, civil society and business people in implementing local projects, the free movement of persons, the transfer of experience, the cultural cooperation, the development of small trade, the recovery of the agricultural sector and  the tackling of environmental problems in the are of Dniester/Nistru River.  
2. Goals of the policy seminar 

The policy seminar on Dniester Euroregion will bring together the key stakeholders from both banks of Dniester/Nistru River, EU officials/experts, as well as speakers from the countries that have successfully implemented Euroregion projects, like Hungary and Ukraine in the case of Carpathian Euroregion. 
The target audience is representatives of local authorities from the both banks of Dniester River, as well the representatives of relevant central authorities from Chisinau and Tiraspol.  

The seminar will pursue the following four goals:

The first goal is to provide local authorities from the both banks of Dniester River an in-depth overview of the opportunities offered by Regional Cooperation, by giving them concrete examples; 
The second goal is to make both sides aware of the advantages that the Dniester Euroregion could provide for local authorities from both banks of the Dniester/Nistru River; 
The third goal is to identify the obstacles and challenges that need to be addressed, and recommend the measures that need to be implemented as part of building an inclusive Euroregion Dniester.
The fourth goal is to work out a list of policy proposals, which will be provided to the central authorities in order to help them to design practical measures that would facilitate the dialogues and practical cooperation at the level of local authorities.  
The seminar will be conducted in an informal, non-binding, closed-door venue and will involve presentations made by Hungarian and Ukrainian experts, as well as in-depth overviews by representatives of both sides. 
3.  Draft Agenda (working languages are English and Russian and Romanian with simultaneous translation provided)
Regional Cooperation – an opportunity for promoting cooperation 

between local authorities from both banks of Dniester River

Odessa, Hotel Londonskaya, 25 – 26 February, 2011 
Thursday, February 24

14:00


Departure to Chisinau and Tiraspol

18:00
`

Arrival in Odessa accommodation in Hotel Bristol (15 Pushkinskaya Ulitsa, Odessa, Ukraine)
19:00


Dinner (hotel Bristol)
Friday, February 25
07:30 – 08:30
Breakfast (hotel Bristol)
08:40 – 08:50

Walk from Bristol to Londonskaya (5 – 7 minutes to walk) (11 Primorsky Boulevard, Odesa, Ukraine, 65026, (048) 738 0110) 
09:00 -09:15
Official opening and introductory remarks 
Moderator
Victor Chirila, Executive Director, Foreign Policy Association (APE)



Bjorn Halvarsson, Deputy Head of Mission Embassy of Sweden to Moldova 


Panel 1 

Role of Local Authorities in Promoting Regional Cooperation: Example of the Carpathian Euroregion 
Moderator

Victor Chirila  

09:15 – 10:00

Sándor Köles, ICDT Senior Vice President for Programs and Development, International Center for Democratic Transition (ICDT) http://www.icdt.hu 
10:00 – 10:30

Sergiy Gerasymchuk, Member of Experts’ Council under European Integration Parliamentary Committee, Ukrainian Rada

10:30 – 11:00

Q&A

11:00 – 11:30

Coffee break 
Panel 2

Experiences and Financing opportunities in the framework of Cross-Border Cooperation Programs
Moderator 

Radu Vrabie
11:30 -12:00

Lorena Stoica, Director of the Fund for the Development of the Carpathian Euroregion
12:00 – 12:30

Mariana Puntea, Tatiana Udrea, Information and Publicity Officers, Branch Office Chisinau, Joint Operational Programme Romania-Ukraine-Republic of Moldova 2007-2013 
12:30 – 13:00

Q&A

13:00 – 14:30

Dinner  
Panel 3 


Euroregion Dniester: challenges and prospects 
Moderator 

Victor Chirila
14:30 – 15:30

Sándor Köles, ICDT Senior Vice President for Programs and Development, International Center for Democratic Transition (ICDT) 



Presentation of the Euroregion Dniester: objectives, partners, institutional structure, opportunities 

15:30 -16:00

Q&A

16:00-16:30


Coffee Break 
16:30 – 17:30


Role of Local Authorities in Promoting Regional Cooperation: practical aspects




Alexandru Tinica, Mayor of Soldanesti



Representative from Transnistria

Saturday, February 26
07:30 – 09:30
Breakfast (hotel Bristol)

09:40 – 09:50

Walk from Bristol to Londonskaya (5 – 7 minutes to walk) (11 Primorsky Boulevard, Odesa, Ukraine, 65026, (048) 738 0110)
10:00 – 11:30


Presentations Made by Representatives of Local Authorities
Moderator

Radu Vrabie  

11:30-12:00

Discussions List of Proposals
12:00-12:30


Concluding Remarks
12:30-14:30


Lunch  
14:00


Departure of participants 
4. Participant List 

	

	Aleona Chebachenko
	Mayor, Glinoye, Grigoriopol District

	Alexandru Tinica
	Mayor of Soldanesti

	Alexei Volovich
	Director, Institute for Strategic Studies, Odessa branch

	Anatolie Stavila
	Vice-president Criuleni District

	Anatolii Goldinski
	Deputy, Local Council Bender

	Andrei Onofrei
	Vice-president, Anenii Noi District

	Andrei Safonov
	Association of Independent Political Scientists of Transnistria

	Anton Crupan
	Head of Developing Department

	Bjorn Halvarsson
	Swedish  Embassy Chisinau 

	Cobasean Victor
	Local Council Anenii Noi

	Eduard Dobrioglo
	Deputy, Local Council Bender

	 Eduard Matviichuk
	Head of Administration, Odessa

	Grigorii Policinschi
	President, Dubasari District

	Konstantin Rjepishevskii
	MFA Representative in Odessa

	Leonid Tkacenko
	Deputy, Local Council Bender

	Lidya Ivanov
	Deputy Mayor, Glinoye

	Lorena Stoica
	Director of the Fund for the Development of the Carpathian Euroregion

	Mariana Puntea
	Information and Publicity Officer, Joint Operational Programme Romania-Ukraine-Republic of Moldova 2007-2013 

	Mihail Latov
	Deputy, Local Сouncil Ribnita

	Nicolai Ija
	Director, Odessa branch of Presidential National Academy

	Olga Drigolov
	Deputy Director of Agency for Trade Investment and Cooperation, Tiraspol

	Olga Krivoruchko
	Specialist in Public Relations, Camenca

	Pavel Voronovsky
	Deputy, Local Council Ribnita

	Radu Vrabie
	Programs Director, Foreign Policy Association of Moldova 

	Sándor Köles 
	ICDT Senior ,Vice President for Programs and Development, International Center for Democratic Transition (ICDT)

	Sergiu Chetraru
	Head of Department, Floresti Rayon Council

	Sergiy Gerasymchuk
	Member of Experts’ Council under European Integration Parliamentary Committee, Ukrainian Rada

	Svetlana Galitskaya
	Specialist, Hirtop Mayoralty

	Tatiana Gurtovaya
	Mayor, Hirtop, Grigoriopol District

	Tatiana Tarelunga
	Head of Department for Developing and European Integration, Soroca 

	Tatiana Udrea
	Information and Publicity Officer, Joint Operational Programme Romania-Ukraine-Republic of Moldova 2007-2013 

	Valentina Chichmarenko
	Director, School nr.1, Shipka, Grigoriopol

	Valeriu Lopaci
	Mayor, Parcani, Soldanesti district

	Valeriu Tetiu
	Vice-president, Soroca District

	Vasile Magu
	Bureau for Reintegration

	Vasile Mustuc
	Specialist, Soldanesti Mayoralty

	Veaceslav Drigolov
	Deputy, Local Council Tiraspol

	Victor Chirila
	Executive Director, Foreign Policy Association of Moldova 

	Victoria Boian
	Programs Coordinator, Foreign Policy Association 

	Vitalii Bodnar
	Deputy, Local Council Bender

	Vladimir Glebov
	Director of Social Sciences for Odessa State University

	Vladimir Litvin
	Director of Municipal Property Department, State Administration of Tiraspol
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